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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
In J.R.R. Tolkien’s beloved book, The Hobbit, we meet a Hobbit by the name of
Mr. Bilbo Baggins. Bilbo’s family history contains individuals who were known for their
adventurous spirit. His mother’s family, the Tooks, were known for their adventures.
Bilbo was not adventurous, but loved the comfort of his own home and did not desire
to travel far. All that changed when he met a wizard by the name of Gandalf and a group
of dwarfs lead by the great Thorin Oakenshield. They invited Bilbo to come with them
on an adventure to reclaim their home in the Misty Mountains ruled by the great
dragon Smaug. Bilbo had no desire to join the dwarf’s quest. That is until he heard the
dwarfs singing about their journey. After hearing their song, “Then something Tookish
woke up inside him.” Bilbo was filled with the urge to go with the dwarfs on their
adventure. He wanted to go and see for himself the pine forest, the Misty Mountains,
and the jewels that sparkle in the dark caverns of the dwarf’s home.
Many of us are like Tolkein’s character, we love the comfort of our home. It is a place
where we feel safe and where we can protect ourselves against the unexpected. What
happens when our Lord Jesus comes and summons us to follow him?! At first, we may
feel the urge to resist and to stay in the same place where we are. Then something else
may happen to us. We may be filled with “something Tookish” and want to know what
adventure awaits us if we say yes to Jesus’ invitation.

The beauty of All Saints Sunday allows for us to reflect on the saints in our lives,
those who have gone on before us, and how God called them to follow the Lord Jesus
Christ. Their lives show us the many adventures God gave to them as they responded
to God’s grace in their lives.
“Something Tookish” may be the Holy Spirit urges us onward to follow after the one who
has known us since before the foundations of the world and who seeks for us to be

the people and disciples God desire for us to be in God’s love. The same Holy Spirit
which awakens adventure in us is the same Spirit that had guided the saints as they ran
the race for God’s kingdom. Their example in faith inspires in us to respond to Jesus’
invitation, to follow him, and to go on adventures that will forever change us and that
will bring us closer to the Love of God as revealed in the cross of Jesus. Our discipleship
is costly, but once we have started on the adventure, we shall never regret responding

to Jesus’ two most power words and command- “follow me.”
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit (New York: Ballentine Books, 1982) 15. Tolkien’s original book was published in 1937.

NOVEMBER 2022 VOLUNTEERS
Acolytes
11/06 Lauren Akins
11/13 Vivianna Ignaffo
11/20 David Ignaffo
11/27 J.B. Morrow

Communion Preparation
Minnie Goodman

Lay Servants
11/06 Randy Stowe
11/13 Jimmy Brinkley
11/20 Charles Goodman, Sr.
11/27 Charlie Wyont

Offering Accountants
Jennifer Akins & Minnie Goodman
Lay Servant Substitute: Jennifer Akins
If you are unable to serve on the Sunday you are
scheduled for, please find a replacement
and contact the church office.

A huge Thank You goes to Toby James, Amy Hall, Wendy Stephens,
and Randy Stowe for their hard work in organizing our yard sale.
Thank you to all who came on October 8 to help with the sale and who
contributed labor, time, and a dollar or two for the sale.
Our Yard Sale raised $3,123.00 for our Family Life Center.
We are now one step closer to ‘burning the mortgage’ come
September 2023 for our 70th Anniversary!
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CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
Boxes will be available Sunday, October 30
for pickup - in the sanctuary.
Please return by Sunday, November 13, 2022.

We are scheduled to load the food distribution truck
on the 4th Thursday of the month on our assigned schedule.
November 2022—Four Mile
December 2022—St. Paul UMC

Saturday, November 12, 2022
4:00 PM—7:00 PM
St. Paul UMC Family Life Center
Everyone is welcome.
Join us for
hot dogs, fellowship
and games!
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Almighty God, you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship in the mystical
body of your Son Christ our Lord:
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in
all virtuous and godly living, that we may come
to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for
those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.
Wilda Giddings
Barbara Rhoad
Polly Alexander
Swede Sundstrom
Jean Berry

